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News from our Executive Committee 

 Celebrate Spring with us at our 2024 Spring Festival – Sunday, October 13 

We’re celebrating Spring in a big way in Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden on Sunday, October 13 from 
10:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

 

This promises to be a fun day for everyone and will take place in and around the Garden.  So tell your 
friends, bring your family, a water bottle, a picnic rug or chair and join us! 



 Next stage of the Masterplan now that the childcare centre has been removed 

There will be interim landscaping done but only after the drainage works has been completed with  
Council aiming to complete by the end of October.  So far 23 cubic meters of mulch has been laid 
to help stabilise the ground. 

   

 See us in the October issue of The Tawny Frogmouth! 

The Tawny Frogmouth recently toured the Botanic Garden with us recently and here we are 
featured in the Secret Spaces Hidden Places article written by Rebecca Burton and photographed 
by Harry).  If you haven’t seen a copy of the October issue, here’s the link to the digital version:  
https://thetawnyfrogmouth.com.au/exploring-the-rich-history-of-ivanhoe-park-botanic-garden/ 

 

 You’re invited to a Banking Safely Online Session 

The Freshwater Community Bank | Bendigo Bank are presenting this free event where you will 
learn about the benefits and importance of being digitally connected, staying safe online and 
recognising and preventing scams and fraud.  On Wednesday, October 23 from 6pm-8pm @ 
Harbord Diggers.  RSVP to reserve your place by emailing kasey.kaye@bendigoadelaide.com.au 
by October 8. 

 



Important Dates for October 2024 

Sunday, October 13:  The 2024 Spring Festival 

Tuesday, October 15:  Our Get-together at the Manly Club on Gilbert Park from 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 19:  The Saturday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, October 23:  The Wednesday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Report from our Annual General Meeting 

A well-attended Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, September 11.   

Among the attendees were James Griffin MP (and our Patron), Mayor Sue Heins and Councillor (and 
member) Candy Bingham, as well as Michael Sims (Bendigo Bank Business Development Manager), 
Kasey Kaye (Bendigo Bank Branch Operations Manager Freshwater) and Sandra Kleiner (Bendigo Bank 
Ambassador) who addressed our members. 

 James thanked Sue Heins, Candy Bingham and the Northern Beaches Council for the great work 
they are doing in the Botanic Garden including the demolition of the Childcare Centre.  

He also thanked the sponsors of the FIPBG and the members for all their work and effort in 
improving the garden and spoke about the value of green spaces to the community.   

 Sue acknowledged the Traditional Owners and the importance of reconciliation.   

She then thanked the volunteers and liked to hear about the work we do. She is pleased that there 
are no longer any health concerns now that the Childcare Centre has been demolished and that the 
Council can now work on improving accessibility to the Botanic Garden.   

She also thanked Bendigo Bank for their community support and grants. 

 Candy said that it is thanks to people like Judy Lambert that the Botanic Garden was Heritage listed 
in 2017 and to others in the FIPBG who worked with the NBC Administrator to get the Master Plan for 
Ivanhoe Park and the Botanic Garden developed.   

Candy also acknowledged Liz Howe for the great Newsletters that she produces and that she 
enjoyed reading about the work we do and the activities of the FIPBG. She said that as a group we 
are creating a lasting legacy for the future and raising awareness of the Botanic Garden. 

 Michael spoke about how Community Bank Freshwater has as its mission to grow as a Community 
Bank. They are in partnership with Bendigo Bank and are governed by a Board whose members are 
volunteers. Up to 80% of profits are distributed to community organisations. Nationally, community 
banks have distributed $340 million and Community Bank Freshwater alone has distributed $3 million 
to the Northern Beaches.  

Community Bank Freshwater have agreed to give FIPBG a $500 grant to assist with the costs of 
running the Spring Festival in October.  FIPBG are customers of the Community Bank Freshwater 
because of the great work they do in supporting local communities.   

 



Tony Lewis thanked Bendigo Bank for their previous support and for the grant for the upcoming Spring 
Festival.  He presented Michael with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Friends of Ivanhoe Park 
Botanic Garden.   

 

Then it was down to the business of the AGM:  accepting last year’s Minutes, several Executive 
Committee reading their reports, and finally the election.   

 

Current Executive Committee members all nominated to re-stand for their positions and as no additional 
nominations were received from the members, all were reinstated.  Results are: 

 President – Lloyd Keen 
 Secretary – Lois Clarke  
 Treasurer – Ishbel Searle 
 Fundraising and Grants Coordinator –Tony Lewis 
 Marketing, Webpage & Facebook Coordinator – Liz Howe 
 Garden Working Bees Coordinator – Tania Landsdorff 

All reports and were distributed by email to members but if you are not a members and would like to read 
them, please let us know by email. 

Scenes from the AGM – before, during and after (enjoying refreshments) 

 



The September Working Bee 

Saturday: 

Finally blessed with warm sunny days, we were excited to get back to the Sensory Garden now that the 
childcare centre has been removed.  You may remember we moved many of the plants there to protect 
them from any damage that may have occurred during the works.  Well, those plants are doing really 
well in their new locations so NBC gifted us with some showy, colourful and fragrant plants to put back in 
the raised beds. 

First there was weeding, as usual.   

 

 

Prior to planting we watered the soil to prepare it.  This was done by “remote” as it seems that the bore 
that supplied the tap nearest the Sensory Garden was not working – Council are calling in the experts to 
check that out.  Thanks to the “water carrier” Chris M who lugged buckets and watering cans across the 
area where the old childcare centre was – not an easy task – and to Ann who manned the hose next to 
our storeroom. 

 



The plants, a mix of sun-loving and shade and partial sun-loving so were placed accordingly and then 
the planting began.  

The Plants:   

 Sweet aromatic White Alyssum;  
 a showy assortment of Coleus,  
 colourful New Guinea Impatiens and Geranium,  
 bright yellow Marigold,  
 dainty Primula obconica, and  
 vividly coloured Calendula Orange Salad. 

 

Once the plants were in, mulch was laid and more watering done.   

 

 

 



 

 

Job complete!  Our thanks to the gardeners – Tony, Chris M, Ann, Patricia, David, Ron, Ian from NBC – 
who were rewarded with a cuppa and cake by Ishbel and Liz. 

Wednesday:   

The task at our Wednesday Bee was to replant the tired rosemary beds around the World War II War 
Memorial.   

Scott from Northern Beaches Council had started removing old rosemary plants, turning the soil and 
digging up the roots ready for us. 

 



Mel, Scott & Oscar from Northern Beaches, aided by Tony and Chris M, took care of the heavy lifting 
bringing potting soil, plants and mulch from the red gates up to the War Memorial. 

 

 

Our team continued preparing the beds by removing old rosemary plants and roots and then adding 
potting mix to enrich the soil. 

 

 



The whole team then got down to planting, watering the soil before and after and then mulching. 

 

 

 

 

Mammoth effort by our team:  Tony, Chris M, Patricia, Ann, Christine, and Jake.  The lamingtons and 
cuppa enjoyed at tools down were well deserved. 



The Tree of the Month Project – The Rainforest Strangler 

 
From small things big things grow and in the rainforest that’s our Rainforest Strangler, the Small-Leaved 
Fig.  It starts as a seedling dropped by animals that eat its fruit, it germinates and grows on other plants.  It 
sends its roots downwards to the forest floor and upwards to reach into the sunlight zone above the 
canopy.  It envelops the host tree, eventually strangling it, while developing massive buttressed roots as it 
soars up to 60m in height sometimes with the same sized canopy.  Introducing our Tree of the Month, the 
Ficus obliqua. 

 Ficus obliqua previously known as Ficus eugenioides 
From the Latin adjective obliquus, meaning "oblique", 

possibly referring to the shape of the leaves; described by 
German naturalist Georg Forster in 1786 based on the type 

of material collected in Vanuatu 

Also known as:  Small-Leaved Fig; baka in Fijian 

 

The tree is monoecious — both male and female flowers 
are produced by the same plant, and in fact in the same 
fruit – and the fruit is a syconium, meaning it is an inverted 
inflorescence with the flowers lining an internal cavity of the 
fruit. 

 

Go to our webpage to find out more about our wonderful trees. This link will take you there:  Our Trees. 

https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/ourtrees


Around the Garden 

 

 

 



Other News 

 Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens:  Read their September e-ucalypt newsletter 
here:  https://mailchi.mp/c262b2fc825c/e-ucalypt-news-21540586?e=b6c678fbbc 

 Garden Clubs of Australia:  Always interesting articles:  https://gardenclubs.org.au/ 

 Permaculture Northern Beaches:  Keep up to date on their upcoming events:  
https://www.permaculturenorthernbeaches.org.au/events 

 Bunnings Balgowlah:  Check out their Garden Corner Workshop events:  Balgowlah - Bunnings 
Australia 

 Good for Manly:  For topical talks and news, head here:  http://www.goodformanly.com.au/ 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

As seen on 
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