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The skin of the Quandong fruit is a 
brilliant blue, produced by a 
microscopic structure similar to 
iridescent bird and butterfly wings. 
Inside, the flesh is thin and pale 
green, surrounding a hard seed with a 
bumpy texture.  Despite the fruits 
having a tangy, bitter flavour and 
meagre flesh, they were still a popular 
bushfood in Aboriginal cuisine. 

 

The fruit’s bright blue skin needs to be 
separated from the green flesh. The 
fruit is best when slightly over-ripe and 
soft, or it can taste quite bitter. Inside 
is a rough, woody stone containing up 
to five seeds. 

Uses:  Sometimes known also as the 
Bush Peach, ripe or slightly over-ripe 
fruit is used in jams and pickles and is 
rich in Vitamin C. 

A soft light-weight carving timber 
which is valued for its strength and 
appearance, it is also used for barrels 
(cooperage). 

Indigenous Uses: Aboriginal people 
ate the flesh of the fruits fresh from 
the tree or the fresh fruit was mixed 
with water to make an edible paste. 

Family:  Elaeocarpaceae 

Genus:  angustifolius 

Botanic name:  Elaeocarpus grandis 
elaia = Olive tree (Greek), carpos = a fruit; grandis = tall or large 

Also known as:  Blue Quandong, White or Silver Quandong, Blue Fig or Coolan 

Origin:  From Cape York south through coastal areas of Queensland and southwards to 
north-eastern New South Wales. Also found in New Guinea 

Habitat:  Riverine and lowland sub-tropical rainforests on alluvial soils and along streams. 
Sensitive to both drought and frosts. 

Description:  An evergreen fast-growing 
rainforest tree with dark grey wrinkled bark. 
Branches are usually in whorls.  Mature trees 
usually have an elaborate buttressed trunk and 
roots.   

 

Flowering in autumn, the greenish white 
flowers, up to 15mm long, occur in small 
clusters. They have 5 petals, each divided 
into small lobes, giving them a fringed 
appearance. 

 

The crown is thin with leaves occurring only in the extremities and the trees grow up to 40 
metres with a canopy spread of up to 8 metres. 

Propagation and cultivation:  From tip cutting or from seed.  

 

The fruits are round in shape, growing to 25 to 30mm in diameter and 
are eaten by several species of bird including cassowaries and 
woompoo pigeon as well as spectacled flying foxes. 

The seeds are passed undamaged and dispersed after the digestion 
of the fruit which contribute to their spread.  The blue coloured berry-
shaped fruits eaten by birds result in extensive staining when 
excreted. 

Musky Kangaroo-rats are also known to eat the fallen fruits and their 
seeds. 
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