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Did you know? 

It's possible to tell the age of branches on the 
trees by the leaf shape and the growth phase 
of long leaves and then small leaves and 
then long leaves in the middle and then small 
leaves.  Each is a year's growth so you can 
see how well the tree is growing and the age 
of any branch by looking at the amount of 
growth phases on it. 

Mature trees are extremely long-lived; some 
of the older individuals today are estimated to 
be between 500 and 1,000 years old. 

 

A living fossil 

Known only from fossils prior to 1994 until 
that chance discovery of a rugged gorge 
revealed a grove of these ancient plants 
dating back 200 million years.   

 

The Wollemi Pine is classified as critically 
endangered (CR) on the IUCN's Red List, 
and is legally protected in Australia. The 
Wollemi Pine is now the focus of extensive 
research to safeguard its survival. 

Family:  Araucariaceae 

Genus:  Wollemia 

Botanic name:  Wollemia nobilis 
Wollemia –  Latin form of the word Wollemi, the name of the National Park 
where the trees are found; nobilis – the species epithet is a tribute to David Noble  
who discovered the first stand of Wollemi Pines on an abseiling trip in 1994, though 
in some circles it is believed to refer to the trees as being noble in structure 

Also known as:  Wollemi Pine 

Origin:  Australia in the Blue Mountains 

Habitat:  One of the world's oldest and rarest plants dating back to the time of the dinosaurs, 
there are less than 100 adult trees known to exist in the wild. Fossils closely resembling 
Wollemia that are thought to be related to it are widespread in Australia, New Zealand and 
Antarctica from Cretaceous era sediments, but Wollemia nobilis is the sole living member of its 
genus.  

Description:  An evergreen rainforest tree it will grow half a metre to nearly a metre a year.  
It will reach about 20m in 50 years and 30m in 100 years. Its leaves are very glossy, quite 
fine, and ferny looking.  It has thick, bubbly bark.   

Most specimens are multiple-trunked or appear as clumps of trunks thought to derive from old 
coppice growth, with some consisting of up to 100 stems of differing sizes. The branches are 
temporary and are eventually dropped. New branches then arise from dormant buds on the 
main trunk. 

   
It is monoecious, meaning that each plant has both male and female sexual reproductive 
cones. These cones appear at the end of branches, the female cone always growing above a 
male.  The seed cones are green, 6–12cm long and 5–10cm in diameter, and mature about 
18–20 months after wind pollination. They disintegrate at maturity to release the seeds which 
are small and brown, thin and papery with a wing around the edge to aid wind-dispersal. 

Propagation and cultivation:  After a few years, each branch either terminates in a cone 
(either male or female) or ceases growth.  After this, or when the cone becomes mature, the 
branch dies.  Also by cloning of each of the 100 or so known plants to exist in the wild. 

 

No ID yet 


