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The Kauri Pine –  part of 
North Queensland’s folklore 

In the early 1900s Kauri Pine was heavily 
logged and the enormous logs were 
transported on wagons pulled by bullocks. 

 

In fact, when most of the logs were being 
shipped out of Cairns and the only reliable 
transport of logs to Cairns was by rail, an 
upper size limit had to be set on logs so 
that the rail wagons would fit through the 
tunnels on the Kuranda Range.  This limit 
was set at 22 feet girth. 

Not like other conifers 

Most people think of conifers as having 
needle like foliage but Agathis robusta has 
broad, flat, thick, leathery foliage.  The leaf 
consists of a number of parallel veins. 

 

Family:  Araucariaceae 

Genus:  Agathis  

Botanic name:  Agathis robusta 
Agathus - from the Greek word agathis meaning “ball of thread” named for  
the globe-shaped seed cones; robusta – feminine of robustus (robust)  
because of the tree’s documented vigorous growth 

Also known as:  Queensland Kauri Pine, Smooth Barked Kauri, Kauri Pine 

Origin:  The Queensland Kauri Pine is an ancient conifer species belonging to the 
Araucariaceae family that once covered the super continent, Gondwanaland. It is now 
endemic to Queensland, widespread in North East Queensland with another occurrence in 
the south-eastern corner of Queensland but absent from coastal central Queensland.  

Habitat:  Kauri Pines prefer light soils in a protected position and are drought and frost 
resistant.  In their natural habitat they are often found in stands along dry rainforest margins 
but it is noted that few old-growth stands remain because it was heavily logged in the past. 

Description:  An evergreen tree growing straight and tall to a height of 
50m with a spread of 10m with smooth, scaly bark. 

                     

The flowers are male and female; the male (pollen) cones are cylindrical, 5–10cm long and 
1-1.5cm thick and appear in the leaf axils and the female flowers being spirally arranged.  
The large cones are ovate to globular with closely overlapping scales and are 11cm long. 

Propagation and cultivation:  By seed or cuttings accompanied by a lot of care and 
patience! 

Uses:  Kauri Pine was mainly used as floor boards in old houses prior to the 1930’s. It is 
also sometimes found in old kitchen cabinets and furniture. Wide boards could be cut from 
the huge trees. 

Indigenous Uses:  This tree was first reported in 1842 by Andrew Petrie, who found it 
growing in the Mary River country when he mentioned that the native peoples made their 
nets from its inner bark (McInnes-King 2002). 

 

ID # 265 


