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Our last Get-together of 2021 – a thank you to our members 

 
It was a dark and stormy night but one filled with good cheer as quite a few members, undaunted by the 
torrential rain, joined us to celebrate the end of 2021 – a challenging but ultimately successful year in 
the Garden. 



Our Plant Sale at the Christmas Choral Concert at Manly Oval 

It was a wonderful evening for song and good cheer at the Christmas Choral Concert.   

 

Our members were handing out leaflets, setting up the masses of plants ready to sell, the crowds were 
pouring in.   

 

Then the gates were closed, very early, as the event was full to capacity and they weren’t opened again 
to well after the concert.  This meant not too many passers-by to sell to, though we did make some 
sales over the closed gates!   

So many people asked about our work in the Garden as we suggested that rather than go home 
disappointed they couldn’t get into the Oval, they set up their blankets and refreshments on the sun 
lawn and listen to the concert which so many of them did.  It was exactly how we envision use of the 
Garden.   

And we too, settled in with a few refreshments of our own and enjoyed the company and the evening. 

 

Yes, we did sell many plants but not as many as we had anticipated.  And yes, we are planning on 
another Plant Sale sometime in March so stay tuned. 

Thanks to Sandy who propagated the plants, David and Chris our ”Sherpas”, Isabel, Louise, Roger and 
Liz who set up and tended the stall, and not forgetting Jan and Lynn who handed out leaflets.  



Have you seen our new signs? 

 

We decided to create a sign to introduce residents and visitors to the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic 
Garden, to show what we do month after month and to encourage them to join us in maintaining and 
developing our beautiful Botanic Garden.  With the involvement and assistance of Northern Beaches 
Council, these were printed and placed at all the major entrances to the Garden. 

We’re taking off the month of January but we’ll still be hard at work 

No monthly Get-together and no Working Bees but your Executive Committee will still be getting ready 
for 2022 by: 

 Organizing monthly speakers 

 Setting up a repeat of the members’ tour in our Garden  

 Planning another plant sale event 

 Investigating trips to other places 

 Applying for Grants and seeking out sponsors 

 Meeting with Council to discuss the new vegetation and landscape plan 

 Participating in the 2022 Seniors Festival 

 Working with the Scouts to organize a Cub’s Night where they can learn about plants 

 Checking out propagation space at the Balgowlah Council Depot 

 Working to get a better cleaning schedule within Ivanhoe Park 

And so much more. 



Council’s continuing maintenance in the Garden 

You will often see Council gardeners and contractors carrying out maintenance in the Garden.  They are 
currently involved in felling dead and dying trees, removing self-seeding trees from the understorey and 
clearing the understorey though sometimes the bush turkeys have already cleared some of that debris! 

 

After months and months of attempts to repair and revive our single specimen Royal Tree 
(Chrysophyllum imperiale) failed, it was removed but not after the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney 
donated a new young tree that is currently being tended to by Sandy, our Vice President, until it is large 
enough to be replanted. 

 

  



A report on our Working Bees 

The November Midweek Working Bee 

It was good to see that a few members can achieve so much in a couple of hours. 

Chris applied wetting agent and fertiliser to the new plants at the 
Park Avenue entrance and near the store room, while Ron 
struck a rock shelf in one of the beds near our storeroom when 
attempting to plant some vines supplied by the Council – we 
need to do a bit more soil preparation there.  The vines were 
planted though, on a different bed near the store room after it 
was weeded.   

Toni and Patricia did a lot of excellent weeding work in the 
native garden. 

 
 

The December Working Bee 

Thanks to our dedicated team who gave up their time so close to Christmas we were able to plant the 
Lomandra longifolia in the bed below the steps leading from the native garden in record time.   

 



Mulch was carried down from the Park Avenue entrance  

       

There was plenty of help planting the Lomandra longifolia (Spiny-head Mat-rush or Basket Grass). 

     

 

And the well-deserved reward – fresh Lamingtons!  And of course, a job well done! 

 
 

Hi from behind 
the camera 



The Tree of the Month Project – the sign that Summer has arrived 

 
Summer is greeted by masses of white blossoms, screeching Lorikeets seeking nectar and then the dull
grey trunk begins to shed revealing new salmon/pink bark that turns quite fittingly to bright red around
Christmas.  This is our Tree of the Month – the Smooth-barked Apple Gum or more commonly known as
the Sydney Red Gum. 

 Smooth-barked Apple Gum 
Angophora costata 

From Greek, angos meaning “vessel” 
or “goblet”, and phorus “to bear”, 

referring to the cup shape of the fruits; 
costata – ribbed; the capsules bear 

prominent ribs 

Also known as:  Sydney Red Gum, 
Apple Gum 

 

Angophora costata trees can live over 
100 years and these old trees typically 

have many dimples, contorted 
branches and large bowl-like swellings 
(hence the reference to “apple” in the 

common name). 

 

Go to our webpage to find out more about our wonderful trees. This link will take you there:  Our Trees. 

https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/ourtrees


Dates for our upcoming Get-togethers and Garden Working Bees 

2022 Monthly Get-togethers 
Held the 2nd Wednesday of the month 

Month 2nd Wednesday Time 

February 9th 7.00-8.30pm 

March 9th 7.00-8.30pm 

April 13th 7.00-8.30pm 

May 11th 7.00-8.30pm 

June 8th 7.00-8.30pm 

 
 

2022 Garden Working Bees 

Saturday Working Bees 

Month Saturday Time 

February 19th 9.00-11.00am 

March 19th 9.00-11.00am 

April 16th 9.00-11.00am 

May 21st 9.00-11.00am 

June 18th 9.00-11.00am 

 

 

Midweek Working Bees 

Month Wednesday Time 

February 23rdh 9.00-11.00am 

March 23rd 9.00-11.00am 

April 20th 9.00-11.00am 

May 25th 9.00-11.00am 

June 22nd 9.00-11.00am 
 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

Proudly supported by 

 

 


