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News from our Executive Committee 

 A great honour from James Griffin 

James Griffin MP and our Patron recently delivered a Community Recognition Statement (CRS) 
in the 58th Parliament of New South Wales recognising the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
and this year’s Annual General Meeting. 

Speaker, I would like to ask that this House 
recognize and congratulate a wonderful 
community group in my electorate, the 
Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden, who 
hosted their Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday 11th September. 

Comprising passionate and active members 
of the Manly community, since 2018 this 
group has continually dedicated its time and 
efforts to enhance the protection, 
sustainability, and natural beauty of one of 
Manly’s oldest parks and best kept secrets. 

This year’s AGM was a fantastic opportunity 
to engage in important and constructive 
discussion about the strategic objectives of 
the group to ensure that Ivanhoe Park Botanic 
Garden remains both a thriving ecosystem 
and public space to be enjoyed by all. 

I am proud to be the Patron of the Friends of 
Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden, and I pass on 
my sincere thanks to all involved for their 
continued stewardship of this historic site. 

James’ office has let us know that he would like to pass on his congratulations to us in person 
when he presents the original signed and framed copy.  We are working on a date to do that. 



 A very successful Garden Festival 

 

We had perfect weather to celebrate Spring and our wonderful Botanic Garden.  Around 350 
people attended including the recently voted in again Mayor, Sue Hines, who is a great supporter 
of our organization. It was great to also see Candy Bingham attend, as a member as well 
Councillor for Manly. 

A lot of work went into running this event with the Spring Festival planning team spending many 
hours organizing letterbox drops, volunteers, exhibitors, a band, as well as promotion.  And then 
the huge effort by our volunteers on the day to ensure everything went well.  Everyone worked 
tirelessly from set up to break down, manning the BBQ, plant sales stall, the many kids’ activities 
areas, running the guided tours, the raffle, and the ever-important cashier. Not to forget the five 
Council staff who worked alongside us.  

A BIG THANK YOU to them, to our members and last of all to Tony Lewis for his brilliant leadership 
of the group. 

 We signed up five new members at the Festival 

One new member has already been inducted and worked in the Garden!  And because of the 
amount of interest generated by the Festival via our website, email and Facebook page we are 
hoping to add a few more. 

 See you next year? 

We’re looking to plan a smaller Autumn Festival if the new Garden area is completed. 

 Opportunities to work with us 

In recognition of the greater efforts required for the future, we are reaching out to our members to 
become Roving Executive Committee Members. They will report to the President and attend 
executive meetings when needed.  The key areas we are trying to fill are: 

o to temporarily replace existing roles when that Executive Committee Member is away;  
o to find and sign up new members; 
o to investigate with local schools involvement in the Garden; 
o to locate and recruit garden volunteers. 

If you’re interested to find out more, please ring the President on 0414 483 948. 



 Turf laid around our Sun Lawn 

To revitalize and stabilize the areas under the massive trees on the Sun Lawn, the eroded soil and 
exposed root systems received some love in the form of Kikuyu turf.  Kikuyu grass is renowned for 
its rapid lush green growth, drought hardiness, resistance to wear, and ability to survive gardener 
neglect as well as its ability to spread quickly and “take a hammering from children or pets”. 

Such a transformation in a few weeks! 

 

 More secure fencing around cleared Garden area 

Council erected more secure fencing to protect the area while drainage and interim landscaping 
works are in progress. 

 

Important Dates for October 2024 

Saturday, November 16:  The Saturday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, November 20:  The Wednesday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Saturday, December 14:  Our last Working Bee for the year and a change in day – one week early 
because of the upcoming holiday season – still starting at 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 17:  Our year-end celebration at The Manly Club – stay tuned for details. 



Scenes from our Celebration of Spring 

More stalls, more activities, more seating (didn’t you love those hay bales to sit on), and a band meant 
more attendees and more fun.  It was definitely more successful for us as a fund-raiser and everyone 
agreed that they will come to our next festival! 

The day kicked off with a free yoga class hosted by Cambrian Yoga. 

 

The kids’ activities area started early and as the numbers grew so did the enthusiasm.  There was pot-a-
plant, a painting station, the treasure hunt around the garden, quoits, scoop ball and those Jenga blocks 
that had to always come crashing down. 

 

 



The face painter Kolala, proved equally as popular. 

 

The FIPBG stalls were humming along:  plant sales, the BBQ, second hand books and toys, and the 
raffle, with the cashier taking everything in her stride.  And the two guided garden tours as well as the 
self-guided tours sent many people on the road to historical and botanical discovery. 

 



 

Devonshire tea and other goodies by the CWA were served in the lower Scout Hall – busy as usual! 

 

There were a few speeches – a welcome to country by Judy and a welcome to our Festival by Lloyd, 
followed by an introduction by Mayor Sue Heins and a big thank you to the volunteers from Tony. 

 

And wow, The Green House – the band – such a great addition this year and what a way to get people to 
gather and listen and dance a little. 

 



We cannot of course forget our other great stalls – Summer Candle Co selling hand poured candles and 
more, Curly Honey offering up delicious honey sourced from different parts of the Northern Beaches.  
Our neighbours from Fairlight Village 2094 came down to introduce that area and the Bushcare and 
Environment team from Northern Beaches Council educated us on plant and animal diversity. 

 

It was a fun-filled day with plenty of places to relax and just enjoy the Garden. 

 

 

And no problem with finding a parking space! 

 



The October Working Bees 
Saturday: 

We had a small crew today – maybe too soon after the fun-filled Spring Festival?  And, unfortunately no 
photographs during the Bee, as the team concentrated on continuing the work we started at the August 
Working Bees. 

Chris W-S, Ron and Phil continued prepping the upper terraces by weeding, then Phil did the hard yards 
moving the mulch and Chris W-S raked it in. 

 

We had a new member, Jane M, join us for the first time.  She was inducted and then set to work with 
Toni weeding along the pathway leading from the north-west corner entrance and then removing the 
plastic plant protectors to reveal how quickly the ground cover we planted was growing. 

 

Wednesday:   

Tania set us up to work in the Garden beds surrounding the Port Jackson Fig tree.  We had also invited 
a potential member to observe our Working Bee today to see if she would be interested in joining us.  
She did – welcome Anne! 

 



The beds were overgrown, littered with dead vegetation and self-seeded plants.  Some of the plantings 
were outside of the original stone edging which we wanted to reveal. 

Our crew today – Chris M, Ann, Lee, Patricia and Ron – formed teams to tackle the different tasks. 

 

On one corner of the bed, Rob and Patricia first dug out plants and then relocated them within the stone 
edging, creating a couple of beautiful beds.   

 

 



On another side of the bed, Lee set to work, first weeding, moving plants, then digging out the some of 
the stones and relaying them.  

 

 

Ann and Chris M got stuck into clearing the entire central bed.  And our day was done. 

 



Around the Garden 

 

 

 



Other News 

 Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens:  Read their October e-ucalypt newsletter 
here:  https://mailchi.mp/6c1c7b5a2e96/e-ucalypt-news-21541836?e=b6c678fbbc 

 Garden Clubs of Australia:  Always interesting articles:  https://gardenclubs.org.au/ 

 Permaculture Northern Beaches:  Keep up to date on their upcoming events:  
https://www.permaculturenorthernbeaches.org.au/events 

 Bunnings Balgowlah:  Check out their Garden Corner Workshop events:  
https://www.bunnings.com.au/stores/nsw/balgowlah 

 Good for Manly:  For topical talks and news, head here:  http://www.goodformanly.com.au/ 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 
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