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News from our Executive Committee 

 What you missed at our June Get-together 

We had a fairly good turnout on a very cold night warmed by the new menu at The Manly Club (and 
a few adult beverages). 

 

  

o Lloyd opened up by outlining our recent meeting with Council. 

o Our Treasurer, Ishbel, updated us on how our latest grant money was spent, including some 
new hi-vis Volunteer vests! 

 



o Tony outlined our New Tree Project – a clickable map that links to our existing tree database to 
create a self-guided walking tour.  We’ll be looking for volunteers to assist us soon. 

 

 Update from Northern Beaches Council: 

o Interim landscape works:  Turfing of the Central Area is now complete.   

 

   
 



It’s been a while coming but we have all witnessed this incredible transformation. 

 

  
 

o Creation of a Fernery:  This new area will be alongside the rocky overhang on the northern 
side of the Central Area.  Stepping stones will also be laid to link to the existing path up to the 
stairs to the Bowling Club. 

 



o Planting “The Mound”:  This is the swale surrounding the rock river (aka drainage solution). 
Accent plants will also be planted here and around the large sandstone boulders. 

Planting Blitz Planned for our Saturday, July 19 Working Bee!! 

The plants, around 300 of them, have been ordered and we will be working with Northern Beaches 
Council to plant The Fernery and The Mound at our Saturday Working Bee on July 19 from 9:00 a.m. 
for around 3 hours.   

We will need all hands on deck to carry this off so save the date! 

Another Great Fund-raising Sausage Sizzle @ Bunnings 

You can never underestimate the lure of a sausage sizzle.  And the remarkable profit from this gusty 
cold day in July affirms that.   

Our intrepid volunteers smiled their way through two shifts – with Nita doing double duty, first as a 
cashier, then as a server.   

Thank you Nita, Ishbel, Denise and Lloyd, our cashiers; Tony and Geoff manned the grill with Chris W-
S, Robyn and Mike assisting; Anne, Lynn, and Deanna our servers; and Jess and Brandon for 
spruiking. 

 



 

 

Some of our happy customers! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Important Dates for July 2025 

Tuesday July 15:  Our Annual General Meeting from 6:45 p.m. will be held at St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church Hall, Raglan Street – refreshments will be served 

Saturday, July 19:  The Saturday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – we’ll be planting the newly 
created Fernery and Mound with Northern Beaches Council 

Wednesday, July 23:  The Wednesday Working Bee – 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Please renew your Membership if it is due this year 



Our June Working Bees 
June: 

Saturday Working Bee 

It was a very cold day but we warmed up considerably not only from the sun but also from our exertions.  
David, Tania, Toni and Tony, aided by Paul, our energetic Council gardener tackled the mighty giant 
fallen Strelitzias.  They were cut up and lugged up the hill to the waiting Council truck parked at the end 
of the old tramway.  We stayed in that area clearing more fallen foliage and weeds as well as ridding the 
Clivia beds from invasive morning glory. 

 

 

 

 



Last but not least, colourful Marigolds were planted along the perennial border. 

 

Wednesday Working Bee 

High winds were daunting but down in our valley near our storage room, we were well sheltered, the sun 
filtered down and a family of kookaburras serenaded us.   

The team was a duo – Chris M and Tony. 

 

Fallen foliage and dead self-planted trees were cleared from the rocky outcrop and Star Jasmine growing 
on the fence line alongside the stone stairs down to the bowling club was trimmed. 

 



 

 

Around the Garden 

The beautiful Early Pearly Camellia is in flower – you can see it alongside the stairs leading down from 
the Native Garden – and the New Guinea Impatiens planted in March are still going strong. 

  

 



Other News 

 Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens:  Read their monthly e-ucalypt newsletter 
here:  https://mailchi.mp/c963708244db/e-ucalypt-news-21545423?e=b6c678fbbc 

 Garden Clubs of Australia:  Always interesting articles:  https://gardenclubs.org.au/ 

 GCA’s 30th Biennial Convention in Albury:  October 13-18, 2025.  As a member you can register for 
this on the GCA website. Please organise your own travel and accommodation. 
https://gardenclubs.org.au/convention/ 

 Permaculture Northern Beaches:  Keep up to date on their upcoming events:  
https://www.permaculturenorthernbeaches.org.au/events 

 Bunnings Balgowlah:  Check out their Garden Corner Workshop events:  
https://www.bunnings.com.au/stores/nsw/balgowlah 

 Good for Manly:  For topical talks and news, head here:  http://www.goodformanly.com.au/ 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 
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