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Scent and Sensibilities 

Rosewood refers to any of a number 
of richly hued timbers, often brownish 
with darker veining, and found in 
many different hues, not just the 
genus that has a strong sweet smell.  

That is why this species with its timber 
so widely prized, is named 
“rosewood”.  And while the wood has 
no scent, the flowers, do ever so 
briefly give off a wonderfully sweet 
smell. 

 

Uses:  The timber of Synoum is used 
in local construction as sawn timber 
for general house framing, flooring, 
mouldings and joinery.  

 

It is also used for furniture, shop and 
office fixtures, panelling, wood turning, 
and carving, as structural plywood, 
scaffold planks, wood wool, paper 
products, particleboard, and medium 
density fibreboard. 

Family:  Meliaceae 

Genus:  Synoum 

Botanic name:  Synoum glandulosum is a monotypic genus of evergreen 
tree in the family Meliaceae.  It is related to the Toona (Red Cedar). 
The genus was originally described by French naturalist Adrien-Henri de Jussieu 
in 1830. 

Also known as:  Scentless Rosewood, Bastard Rosewood 

Origin:  Endemic to Australia 

Habitat:  Common in most kinds of rainforest on margins and in gullies in sclerophyll forest.  
Found along the eastern sub-tropical to tropical coast, in North East and Central East 
Queensland and southwards to south eastern New South Wales 

Description:  Shrub or small tree to 4-20m high.  Bark is rough, 
irregularly scaly, sometimes with small buttresses.  New growth 
reddish, the leaves have 5-9 leaflets. Leaves are pinnately 
compound, alternate and can vary between10-22cm in length. 
Foliage is generally very dense.  Flowers are white to pale pink, 
sweetly scented. 

                    

 

 
 
Its fruit matures December to January and is a 
reddish three-lobed capsule that contains two 
or three seeds surrounded by a red aril. The 
fleshy 3-valved fruit are orange when they 
ripen in late spring and spilt to reveal an 
orange-red aril with a brown skinned fleshy 
green seed within. 

 

 

Propagation and cultivation:  Germination from fresh seed is reliable and relatively fast.  
Flowers are present in winter and potentially pollinated by moths and flies. A wide range of 
birds including pigeons, bowerbirds and currawong are attracted to the fruit. 
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