
April-May 2025 Newsletter 

 

 News from our Executive Committee 
 Another Fund-raising Sizzler on Sunday, June 8 

 Buy a burger @ Grill’d Balgowlah in June and support us 
 Important Dates for 2025 

 Our April and May Working Bees 
 A Summary of the April presentation about the Flora Reserve Concept 

 Around The Garden 
 Other News 

News from our Executive Committee 

 You asked, we will deliver:  With funds from our last Volunteer Grant, we’re purchasing a badge 
making machine.  We know many of you have wanted to have one of these prized possessions (or 
misplaced one you already had) – well, once we learn how to use our new purchase, we will let you 
know when they will be available. 

 

 The sandstone edging has been completed but the recent torrential rain has delayed the temporary 
landscaping plans of the Central Lawn. 

    



 A desk job at a Working Bee?  Well, yes.  We’re looking for a few members to help at Working 
Bees not by gardening, but helping us with our administrative tasks on the day – signing in 
gardeners and the tools they need; chatting to passers-by about our work; checking inventory; and 
helping with making the cuppa at the end of the Bee – ideal if you don’t garden or are nursing an 
injury but love what we do and want to participate more. 

 

Another Fund-raising Sizzler at Bunnings Balgowlah on Sunday, June 8 

 

Our Sausage Sizzle in January was such a successful fund-raising event for us that when Bunnings 
Balgowlah asked us to return, we could not refuse.  You see, it is so important that we continue to raise 
funds to enable our volunteers to continue our work preserving our wonderful garden for the future. 

So we hope you will support us at Bunnings Balgowlah when we will be serving up sausages and 
drinks on Sunday, June 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  There’ll be onions (on the bottom of the bread 
as per “Bunnings law”) with sauces and mustard.  And plenty of soft drinks.  And prices will be $3.50 
for the snag and $2.00 for a soft drink.  You can pay with cash or EFTPOS. 

We hope to see you there.  And don’t forget to tell your friends! 



Buy a burger @ Grill’d Balgowlah in June and support us 

  
 

We have been offered an exciting and fun fundraiser opportunity with Grill'd Balgowlah for the month of 
June.  Every month, each restaurant splits $500 between three groups doing amazing work in the 
community — and that’s where YOUR vote counts. 

For every purchase of a burger at Grill’d Balgowlah, you will receive a token to pop into our jar. 

And there are a couple of ways you can do this: 

 Pop in and grab a burger:  Get one token for every burger purchased. 

 Book a table of 5 or more people:  Get extra tokens and a complimentary chip share plate. 
Be sure to book as Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden. 

This is a really delicious way to support our efforts in Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden as well as Local 
Matters which is Grill’d’s way of giving back to the communities that they are a part of.  

Grill’d Balgowlah is located at 197-215 Condamine Street, Balgowlah Village (previously 
Stockland’s).  Call Tahnee (02) 9907 7478 to make your reservation. 

Check out the menu and Local Matters here 
https://www.grilld.com.au/restaurants/new-south-wales/sydney/grilld-balgowlah 

 
 

Important Dates for June 2025 

Sunday June 8:  Fund-raising Sausage Sizzle @ Bunnings Balgowlah – 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday June 17:  Our Get-together @ The Manly  Club on Gilbert Park – 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, June 21:  The Saturday Working Bee – 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 25:  The Wednesday Working Bee – 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

For the whole of June:  Buy a burger @ Grill’d Balgowlah and support us. 



April & May Working Bees 

There may have been only one Working Bee in April (Easter break) and May (the Wednesday Bee a 
washout) but wow, amazing results! 

April Wednesday Working Bee: 

A beautiful midweek day saw seven enthusiastic members participate, including one first timer who was 
inducted and got straight to work with the rest of  the crew. 

The focus was clearing along the fence line on the east boundary next to the bowling green, especially 
the vines growing on the wire.  All the vines were removed by one energetic member, while the rest of 
the crew took care of weeding garden beds and picking up fallen palm and fern fronds.  

 

 

Thanks to Chris M, Ishbel, Jozy, Anne, Jessie, Brandon, and Ron for working hard in the garden and 
probably working off those chocolate Easter eggs at the same time! 

 
 



May Saturday Working Bee 

In amongst the torrential May rain, our Bee landed on the most perfect Saturday.  There was plenty of 
work up on the rock face, pathway and stairs – removing overgrown Monstera; cleaning up a palm to 
open up the view; tidying up the brush turkey nest by clearing the path and stairway; and planting Birds 
Nest Ferns among the rocks. 

 

 

 

We continued the clearing of the garden bed along the fence line on the east side of the bowling club:  
the morning glory plant and roots were removed as was the wire linking the wooden posts; red tower 
ginger (Costus comosus) had become too prolific and overgrown so they were cut back, the roots dug up 
(a tough job) and replanted in a better position.  

 

 



The perennial garden needed a lot of cut back of overgrowth; the salvia alongside the pathway needed 
to be cleaned up as well.  Max, always too shy to be photographed, continued his weeding in the native 
garden.  And as you can see from the photographs,  our dedicated NBC gardener was working alongside 
us removing the bags and bags of vegetation that we produced. 

 

 

Sometimes it is disappointing for our Garden to be a walk-through as it tempts mischief, like removing 
our circle of dead and discarded branches surrounding our magnificent Bull Bay Magnolia.  But, we’re 
never deterred.  The logs and branches were gathered up again and the circle reconstructed.  So many 
people walking by thanked us, commenting “we really missed that lovely feature.” 

 

Great weather and our great team – David, Tony, Tania, Emma, Chis W-S, Brandon, Jessie, Max, Anne, 
Jane M, and Toni – gathered around after for a well-deserved cuppa and Lamingtons. 

 



A Summary of the April presentation about the Flora Reserve Concept 

 
The Guest Speaker at our April Get-together was Geoff Lambert with an an illustrated 100-year history of 
the concept and implementation of a “Flora Sanctuary” on North Head. 

 

His talk covered many aspects of this continuing project commencing with the impact European 
settlement had upon the vegetation management of the previous 50,000 years and discussed the notion 
that North Head may be the site of the first (and therefore, the most iconic) observation of “firestick 
farming” – midday 28-May-1788. 

  
 



The flora reserve concept started in 1925 when the Australian Forest League (AFL) became alarmed by 
the cutting down of Native Vegetation at the North Head Quarantine Station and its replacement by non-
native vegetation. The Commonwealth Customs Office responded by assuring the AFL that the practice 
would stop and, furthermore, promised that the Quarantine Station would be “recognised as a sanctuary 
for the preservation of Native Flora – probably the only one in the Metropolitan area”. 

 

Geoff also discussed the vegetation; the people and entities involved; the entanglement of the NSW and 
Federal Governments; the lobby groups; its rare and endangered species; how the Army mucked up 
North Head; the planting of non-NSW native and non-Australian species by “Frank the Florist”; the 
effects of some 78 post-1788 fires on North Head vegetation; and the ongoing programs to make North 
Head a showcase site for Sydney vegetation – especially its “Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub”. 

  
 

  
 



Around the Garden 

The rain, the rain.  Not all of it bad:  water cascading down the rainforest gulley; a healthy girth on our 
bottle tree; the Banksia we planted months ago is flowering; and the New Guinea Impatiens in our flower 
boxes are flourishing.  And of course, we had masses of fabulous fungi . 

 

 

 
 



Other News 

 Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens:  Read their monthly e-ucalypt newsletter 
here:  https://mailchi.mp/e82d0adccd7a/e-ucalypt-news-21544910?e=b6c678fbbc 

 Garden Clubs of Australia:  Always interesting articles:  https://gardenclubs.org.au/ 

 GCA’s 30th Biennial Convention in Albury:  October 13-18, 2025.  As a member you can register for 
this on the GCA website. Please organise your own travel and accommodation. 
https://gardenclubs.org.au/convention/ 

 Permaculture Northern Beaches:  Keep up to date on their upcoming events:  
https://www.permaculturenorthernbeaches.org.au/events 

 Bunnings Balgowlah:  Check out their Garden Corner Workshop events:  
https://www.bunnings.com.au/stores/nsw/balgowlah 

 Good for Manly:  For topical talks and news, head here:  http://www.goodformanly.com.au/ 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 
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