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News from our Executive Committee 

 Community Recognition Statement delivered in NSW State Parliament – again 

James Griffin, our Patron, recently delivered a Community Recognition Statement (CRS) in NSW 
Parliament recognising Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden and our recent fundraising efforts 
namely our Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings in January. 

You may remember that in September 2024, Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden and our 
Annual General Meeting were also recognized in a Commnity Recognition Statement in the 58th 
Parliament of New South Wales delivered by James Griffin. 

Our President, Lloyd Keen, was able to catch up with James at his office recently to receive framed 
copies of both CRS. 

 



We are proud that our organization is receiving such public accolades and we are even more proud 
of our wonderful members and supporters because we could not do what we do without you. 

Here is the CRS from the 58th Parliament of New South Wales, February 2025: 

 

Mr Speaker, I wish to acknowledge the excellent 
work of the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic 
Garden, and particularly their recent successful 
sausage sizzle fundraiser. 

Based in my Electorate of Manly, Ivanhoe Park 
Botanic Garden is one of Sydney's oldest gardens 
and provides a major green space adjacent to the 
Manly CBD for both our local wildlife and the 
community to thrive in and enjoy. 

The Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
represent the very best of our community. They 
are constantly and tirelessly working to provide a 
space that offers diverse opportunities for the 
community to enhance their education about 
plants, horticulture, landscapes, botany, ecology, 
conservation, and heritage. 

I am proud to be a supporter of Ivanhoe Park and 
this fantastic community organisation, and I 
congratulate the Friends of the Park on their 
vision and their enthusiasm. The Manly 
Community is lucky to have them. 

 Progress in the Garden 

After several months of messy exploration of the drainage issues where the old childcare centre 
was located, a quiet transformtion is occurring in the Garden.   

Drainage works have mostly been completed and mitigated and we will show you a couple of the 
results so far and we will keep you updated. 

 A stunning river rock “river”. 

Where once was paving rounding the corner of the building, the rock face wall that was prone 
to limited flooding has been turned into a different type of river.  A deep drainage pit has been 
dug and river rocks have been placed over the pit and a mound of mulch placed around it.  
Larger pieces of sand stone have been placed around for decorative effect. 

  
 



 A sandstone border will define the area.  Sandstone blocks are being placed alongside the 
sensory garden pathway to frame the new area. 

  
 

Important Dates for March & April 2025 

Saturday March 15:  The Saturday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday March 19:  The Wednesday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 15:  Our Get-together from 7:00 p.m. @ The Manly Club on Gilbert Park 

No Saturday Working Bee in April because it falls on Easter Saturday 

Wednesday, April 23:  The Wednesday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

February Working Bees – small but effective 

We can always tell when school holidays are over because many of our members set off for their 
“schoolies” break and our Working Bee attendance plummets!  But boy, do the few achieve so much! 

Saturday Working Bee: 

It was going to be a scorcher even with our early 9:00 a.m. start.  First order of business was Lloyd 
inducting our newest gardener, Anne, in safe working practices in the Garden.  The rest of the team – 
Max and Chris W-S weeded and mulched the native Garden.  The massive storm earlier in the week 
wreaked havoc on the Garden bringing palm fronds, branches, leaves and a couple of giant Strelitzia 
(mostly because they are in shallow soil on a rock face) so Ian, our council gardener for the day, took 
care of most of that clean up.  We did break early because of the heat (and the Tim Tams were in danger 
of melting), and sat down for a cuppa made by Ishbel who was manning the table outside the storage 
room. 

 



Wednesday Working Bee: 

A formidable team of two got stuck into clearing the beds along the fence line between the Sensory 
Garden and the bowling club – this will be an ongoing project and a great start by Jane & Tania.  Most of 
the plants were being smothered in weeds like Morning Glory and Canna Lily as well as the Red Tower 
Ginger needing to be thinned out.   

 

 

Tania worked on tracking the root system of the Morning Glory – finding that is the only way to stop it 
from regrowing. 

 



Masses of weeds started to accumulate. 

 

Then it all had to be gathered up – they even roped your newsletter editor into dropping her camera and 
doing a little clean up. 

 

 

We gathered back at the storage room where Ishbel greeted us with a cuppa.  The Tim Tams did melt 
but no one really cared as it was a great way to celebrate the incredible result. 

 



Learning about Remote Sensing in Urban Forestry 

We had an interesting start to our February Get-together at The Manly Club – we were bumped from the 
Lounge, our usual area, but the staff quickly set us up in the Sports Bar area and we carried on with our 
Guest Speaker, David Stead, as he introduced us to Remote Sensing in Urban Forestry. 

 
Here is a brief summary of David’s presentation: 

Urban forests are increasingly recognised for their importance for ecosystem services, producing 
benefits for human health and well-being. The emerging application of smart sensing technologies 
provides opportunities to improve urban forest management. 

 

Previous studies focussed on the unique use of technologies, or their use in one or more locations.  
Technology integration is another emerging opportunity; however, research in this area is lacking. While 
the benefits are compelling, knowledge of widespread technology adoption is limited, and there appears 
to be a gap in current research on adoption at a country-wide level. 

 



This study assessed the adoption of smart technology across Australia, surveying professionals and land 
managers in urban forestry. Use of smart technology, satisfaction with technology choices, and 
technology integration were examined, along with barriers to entry and intentions for future use. 

 

Responses (n=87) were evenly distributed across all Australian states, with respondents using smart 
technology (57%) reporting a high level of technology integration (67%).  

   
 

 

Lack of awareness of the technology, or the cost and complexity of technology or implementation, were 
major barriers to adoption. This study is a unique snapshot of adoption at a country-wide level, prompting 
the need for further research on the broad-scale adoption of smart urban forestry. 

 

Combining his professional work with leading-edge technology and nature 
conservation, David Stead is an experienced speaker on environmental topics.  

He is a state councillor of the National Parks Association (NSW), President of 
the National Parks Association – Sydney Region Branch, President of the David 
G. Stead Memorial Wild Life Research Foundation of Australia, and past 
executive member of the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden.  

David operated Wirrimbirra Sanctuary, a 95ha conservation reserve and native 
plant nursery, for nearly 10 years, and has a Masters of Research Natural 
Science, Graduate Certificates in Conservation Biology and Marine Science, 
and is commencing a PhD researching global satellite monitoring of sandy 
beaches for real-time coastal and emergency management of erosion and early 
storm warning events. 

 



Around the Garden 

A few of our sightings this month:  Flowering White Yiel-Yiel, Cherry Guava, new plantings at our Sydney 
Road entrance, and our two thriving grass trees. 

 

 

 



Other News 

 Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens:  Read their monthly e-ucalypt newsletter 
here:  https://mailchi.mp/bb594cbc3195/e-ucalypt-news-21543744?e=b6c678fbbc 

The Summer Edition of their Eucalypt Magazine can be read here:   
https://mailchi.mp/78bd7b083bec/e-ucalypt-news-21543592?e=b6c678fbbc 

 Garden Clubs of Australia:  Always interesting articles:  https://gardenclubs.org.au/ 

 Hartley Valley Garden Festival and Plant Fair 8-9 March: 
Five gardens will be open. One of the gardens is Highfields that is being created by David Kennedy, a 
nurseryman who specialises in rare plants, another is Hartvale – both are perennial/cottage gardens. 
(About 138 km / 2hr 10 min from the Spit). 
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?id=2870 
https://www.gardenclinic.com.au/podcasts/meet-highfields-garden-plant-collector-david-kennedy 
https://www.cloverhillrareplants.com.au/about-highfields-garden 

 Permaculture Northern Beaches:  Keep up to date on their upcoming events:  
https://www.permaculturenorthernbeaches.org.au/events 

 Bunnings Balgowlah:  Check out their Garden Corner Workshop events:  
https://www.bunnings.com.au/stores/nsw/balgowlah 

 Good for Manly:  For topical talks and news, head here:  http://www.goodformanly.com.au/ 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 
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