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News from our Executive Committee 

 Scenes from our End of Year celebration 

We were thrilled that so many members came to our end of year get-together at The Manly Club to 
celebrate another productive and successful year in the Garden.   

We had great food (and adult beverages) as well as some fun drawing our raffle (prizes kindly 
donated by Norma’s Deli) and of course, lots of door prizes. 

Lloyd Keen, our President, expressed his thanks to our hardworking volunteers and their continued 
support.  He also welcomed the many new members that have swelled our ranks this year. 



We also had a couple of special guests join us – Mayor Sue Heins and Councillor Sarah Grattan – 
both of whom expressed their appreciation and support for everyone at the Friends of Ivanhoe Park 
Botanic Garden.  

 

 Work in progress in the Garden 

The Council are working hard to remedy the ongoing drainage issues which unfortunately 
expanded into the Sensory Garden.  We will update you on the progress in the coming months  

 

 Gone fishin’ 

Not exactly, but we are taking a break in January to spend time with friends and family but your 
Executive Committee is still meeting to plan our 2025 projects. 



Another successful Plant Sale on The Corso 

Sandy Hudspith had a great idea for Christmas gifts – a plant stall on the Corso.  A call out to our 
members to assist with potting already propagated plants and creating cactus gardens was answered 
by Lee, Jane M, Isabel, Lois and Ishbel who joined Sandy at two special working bees. 

 

On the day, trading was brisk and well received by tourists and locals alike.  And another successful 
day that raised funds for our upcoming Propagation Project. 

 

A big thank you to everyone who helped out. From both Davids doing the heavy lifting to our very 
skilled sellers:  Sandy, Lee, Ishbel, Lois, Jane M and Pat and all our other members who popped down 
to lend their support. 

 

Important Dates for February 2025 

Saturday, February 15:  The Saturday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 18:  Our Get-together at the Manly Club on Gilbert Park from 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 19: The Wednesday Working Bee – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 



Don’t miss our fund-raising Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings 
on Saturday, December 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
We’ll be at Bunnings Balgowlah serving up sausages and drinks on Sunday, January 19 from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. to raise funds for our 2025 projects.   

There’ll be onions (on the bottom of the bread as per “Bunnings law”) with sauces and mustard.  And 
plenty of soft drinks.  And prices will be $3.50 for the snag and $2.00 for a soft drink.  You can pay with 
cash or EFTPOS. 

We hope you’ll drop by and partake and of course have a chat with us about our upcoming plans for 
the Garden.  And don’t forget to tell your friends! 

The November Working Bees 
Saturday: 

Our volunteers – Phil, Dave, Chris WS, Ian from NBC, Carrie, Tony, Toni, Jane M, Ann, and Chris M – 
were divided into two teams today. 

The Native Garden team tackled much needed weeding alongside both sides of the pathway that 
included whipper-snipping overgrown grass.  New member Carrie was inducted by Tony and she had 
no hesitation joining the team with weeding. 

 

 



Then came the mulch. 

 

Team two worked in the garden around the large fig tree, planting Oyster plants – Acanthus Mollis.  
This compact plant has large ruffled evergreen foliage with tall purple and white flowers displaying in 
summer.  It is a great understory plant that grows in sun or shade so a perfect location for these plants. 

 

And as always, a well-earned cuppa, sweet treat and a sit down to chat. 

 



Wednesday:   

Only three volunteers today – Lee, Tania and Tony – but wow did they make a dent in the perennial 
garden alongside the bowling green.   

 

The December Working Bee 

The last bee of the year and our volunteer gardeners showed up en masse – Lloyd, Tony, Toni, Ann, 
Jane M, Chris M, Max, Phil, Tania, Chris WS, Dave and not to forget, Scott from NBC – unfortunately, 
not everyone made it into the photo. 

 

Toni and Max set to work weeding on the terraces.  Phil followed along with mulch. 

 



And a surprise Christmas gift for the Garden – two of Australia’s most iconic plants – Xanthorrhoea 
(grass trees) destined for the native garden.  Thanks Scott for taking care of the planting and watering. 

 
The rest of the team added more plants to the perennial garden – Alternanthera (Little Red Ruby) and 
French lavender.  And Tania always has time to answer any questions our members may have. 

 

 



 

And then we were done.  After munching on mince tarts of course! 

 



Around the Garden 

 

 

 



 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

As seen on 

 

Proudly supported by 

 

 


