March 2025 Newsletter
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e March Working Bees — with a little help from Community Bank Freshwater
e Only one Working Bee in April — Happy Easter
¢ Don’t miss our Get-together on Tuesday, April 15
e Around the Garden
e Other News

March Working Bees — guest gardeners and two new members
Saturday Working Bee:

We had big plans for our Saturday Working Bee — to bring some colour into the Garden with the
installation of new flower beds — and our members answered in big numbers bolstered by four guest
gardeners and a new member.

Our guest gardeners — Michael, Kasey, Sam and Callan from Community Bank Freshwater/Bendigo

lan, our council gardener for the day, unloaded the
Impatiens — soil, and muich.




The troops gathered for assignments: one team would work in the lower garden while the second team
would take care of building and planting three garden beds along the pathway leading to the stone
bridge.







Meanwhile, other parts of the Garden received some love from our second team: cleaning up and
weeding around the large fig tree; weeding along the pathway adjacent to the bowling club and in the
perennial garden.




Another important task — removing a very old and unfortunately dead hibiscus and preparing the area in
order to replant the Jane McGrath Rose that we removed from the Sensory Garden prior to all the work
being done there.

And of course, there was a little extra planting done — Coleus planted in several other beds alongside
pathways and some additional New Guinea Impatiens planted in the beds below Sydney Road.

The Bee ended with a relaxing and well deserved cuppa, chat, lamingtons and biscuits for our amazing
team: Ishbel, Tania, Emma, Tony, David, Anne M, Carrie, Chris W-S, Jane M, Lee, Lloyd, Liz, lan from
NBC, and of course our very generous guest gardeners!




Wednesday Working Bee:

We had a couple of very hot days so attendance was expected to be small, but Max, Ron, Tony and
Ishbel rocked up to take care of a few tasks.

Max tackled the weeds in the native garden, while Ron watered the new garden beds as well as the
rosemary around the Anzac Memorial. Tony continued weeding and clearing the bed along the
pathway adjacent to the bowling club — this is an ongoing project for us.

Ishbel manned the table outside the storage room chatting to passers-by and taking care of our
necessary paperwork and inventory. One such passer-by was Brandon, a new arrival in Manly and

enthusiastic about volunteering with us. He became a new member then and there so Tony inducted
him in Garden safety and we look forward to him and his partner, Jess, at the next Bee or Get-together.
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Important Dates for April & May 2025

REMEMBER: No Saturday Working Bee in April because it falls on Easter Saturday
Tuesday, April 15: Our Get-together from 7:00 p.m. @ The Manly Club on Gilbert Park
Wednesday, April 23: The Wednesday Working Bee —9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 17: The Saturday Working Bee — 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, May 23: The Wednesday Working Bee — 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.




Don’t miss our Get-together on Tuesday, April 15
The Centenary of the Flora Reserve Concept in the Manly Region

Our April 15 Guest Speaker is Geoff Lambert who will be presenting us with an illustrated 100-year
history of the concept and implementation of a “Flora Sanctuary” on North Head. Join us 7:00 to
8:30 p.m. at The Manly Club on Gilbert Park. Grab dinner beforehand or a drink from the bar and then
join us in The Lounge. Everyone welcome!

Geoff Lambert is the Secretary of the North Head Sanctuary Foundation
(NHSF). On his census form Geoff Lambert once described himself as a
“professional rat brain surgeon and amateur ecologist.” In May 1977 he left a
post-doctoral position in New York and travelled via Iceland, Luxembourg and
Bombay, to live in Cliff Street on North Head. On the morning after his arrival,
he had a bad attack of jetlag and could not sleep, so, on this first day of a new
life, he walked up through the Shelly Beach “Hole-in-the-Wall” into the Sydney
Harbour National Park. Most of what he saw there captivated him — although
not the naked men! He has been going back — constantly — ever since. North
Head is like that.

Around the Garden




Other News

Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens: Read their monthly e-ucalypt newsletter
here: https://mailchi.mp/fcb4cc562e5a/e-ucalypt-news-215441437e=b6c678fbbc

The Summer Edition of their Eucalypt Magazine can be read here:
https://mailchi.mp/78bd7b083bec/e-ucalypt-news-21543592?e=b6c678fbbc

Garden Clubs of Australia: Always interesting articles: https://gardenclubs.org.au/

Garden Clubs and Bus Groups Welcomed with VIP Access and Discounts at Collectors’ Plant
Fair 2025 — April 12-13: Our members are invited, find out more here:
https://preview.mailerlite.com/a1b9d5u9p2/2704923568675755885/i7i2/

Permaculture Northern Beaches: Keep up to date on their upcoming events:
https://www.permaculturenorthernbeaches.org.au/events

Bunnings Balgowlah: Check out their Garden Corner Workshop events:
https://www.bunnings.com.au/stores/nsw/balgowlah

Good for Manly: For topical talks and news, head here: http://www.goodformanly.com.au/

Keep up to date with happenings at Ilvanhoe Park Botanic Garden
by visiting our website anytime
www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com

Or email us at
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsoflvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/
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